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TOPIC 2. The dissertation structure  
 
A typical dissertation structure is made up of the following 12 elements. Each 
element can be a chapter. This applies practically to any type of dissertation, 
whatever your topic is. Chapters may be bigger or smaller depending on the type of 
data you use, but the basic structure won’t change. 
 
 

1. Title (cover) page  
Should include your title, name, institution, degree you wish to obtain, etc. (see 
programme requirements) 

2. Acknowledgements 
A note to whomever you want to thank for making it through your studies.  

3. Table of contents 
Please automate it for accuracy. 

4. Abstract  
This is a short, 1 page summary of your whole dissertation, including your 
findings. 

5. Introduction  
This is where you present the topic and its importance, your research question 
or aim, and where you present what you are doing in the rest of the 
dissertation.  

6. Literature review  
This is a critical review of the existing research in your topic area. It allows you 
to identify a gap that you want to address with your data collection. 

7. Methodology  
In this part, you explain which data you collect, how and how you analyse it. 

8. Analysis or Results 
This is where you present your results. If you collected quantitative data, it is 
your statistics, if you collected qualitative data, it is your analysis of those.  

9. Discussion  
In the discussion, you interpret the data, i.e. you explain what your results 
mean (thus going further than just presenting them). 

10. Conclusion  
In this section, you remind the reader of your main findings and their 
implications. You give academic and managerial recommendations, as well as 
state the limitations of your research and suggestions for further research. 

11. References 
This is where your reference list goes. You may have reference style 
requirements from your programme; if not, use APA or Harvard referencing 
style.   

12. Appendixes 
Where all additional material goes (e.g. detailed statistics, a copy of the 
questionnaire or interview guide you used, bulky visuals, graphs, etc.) 

 
 

This dissertation structure is not universal, but this is a really good starting point to 
get organized and start writing.  


